Personnel of the Court by unknown
Golden Gate University Law Review
Volume 13
Issue 1 Ninth Circuit Survey Article 3
January 1983
Personnel of the Court
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.law.ggu.edu/ggulrev
This Introduction is brought to you for free and open access by the Academic Journals at GGU Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Golden Gate University Law Review by an authorized administrator of GGU Law Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
jfischer@ggu.edu.
Recommended Citation
, Personnel of the Court, 13 Golden Gate U. L. Rev. (1983).
http://digitalcommons.law.ggu.edu/ggulrev/vol13/iss1/3
JUDGE ROBERT BOOCHEVER 
Judge Boochever was born in New York City on October 2, 
1917. He attended Cornell University where he was active in 
both academic and athletic organizations. In 1939, he was admit-
ted to Cornell University School of Law and received his J.D. in 
1941. Judge Boochever served in the Infantry from 1941 to 1945 
and following his discharge began his career in the practice of 
law. 
Judge Boochever spent the first two years of his legal career 
as Assistant United States Attorney in Juneau, Alaska. In 1947, 
he joined the Law Firm of Faulkner, Banfield, Boochever and 
Doogan. His association with this partnership continued until 
1972, at which time he was appointed to the bench as an Associ-
ate Justice of the Alaska Supreme Court. In 1975, Judge 
Boochever was appointed Chief Justice of the Alaska Supreme 
Court. He held this position until 1978, and thereafter served as 
an Associate Justice of the Court until his appointment to the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Judge Boochever has been active in civic affairs, having 
served as Chairman of the Juneau Chapter of the American Red 
Cross (1953-1956), member of the Board of Directors of the Ju-
neau Chamber of Commerce (1952-1958), Chairman of the Ju-
neau Planning Commission (1964-1969) and on various other lo-
cal Boards and Commissions. He has also been active in 
numerous community activities, including the Rotary Club, Boy 
Scout Council and the Juneau Chapter of the Explorer's Club. 
This diversified community service earned Judge Boochever the 
Juneau Man of the Year Award in 1974. 
Judge Boochever has been involved in numerous Bar activi-
ties. He was President of the Alaska Bar Association in 1962, 
Director of the American Judicature Society (1970-1974), Presi-
dent of the Juneau Bar Association in 1972, and Chairman of 
the Alaska Judicial Council (1975-1978). He also attended New 
York University School of Law's Appellate Judges Seminar in 
1975. 
Judge Boochever was appointed to the United States Court of 
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Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in 1980. He maintains his office in 
Juneau, Alaska, where he lives with his wife, Connie. The 
Boochevers are the parents of four daughters: Barbara, Linda, 
Ann and Miriam. 
JUDGE WILLIAM C. CANBY, JR. 
Born May 22, 1931, Judge Canby attended Yale University 
and received his B.A. in English, graduating Phi Beta Kappa in 
1953. He attended law school at the University of Minnesota 
where he received his LL.B. in 1956. While at Minnesota, Judge 
Canby was the Note Editor of the Minnesota Law Review and 
was a member of the Order of the Coif. 
Upon graduation, Judge Canby worked for the Judge Advo-
cate General's Department of the United States Air Force in 
Washington. From 1958 to 1959, Judge Canby served as Law 
Clerk to Justice Charles E. Whittaker of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Judge Canby then entered the private prac-
tice of law with the law firm of Oppenheimer, Hodgson, Brown, 
Wolff & Leach in St. Paul, Minnesota, where he stayed until 
1962. 
In 1962, Judge Canby became Associate Director for the 
United States Peace Corps in Ethiopia, and in 1963, he was ap-
pointed Deputy Director. He then was named Director of the 
Peace Corps in Uganda, remaining at this position until 1966. 
In 1966, Judge Canby worked as Special Assistant to United 
States Senator Walter F. Mondale. A year later, Judge Canby 
became the Special Assistant to President Harris at the State 
University of New York at Old Westbury. 
Between 1967 and 1980, Judge Canby was a Professor of 
Law at Arizona State University College of Law. Among the sub-
jects he taught were Constitutional Law, Legislation, Conflict of 
Laws, American Indian Law, Equal Protection of Laws, Freedom 
of Expression and Federal Courts. While at Arizona State, Judge 
Canby also served as the Director of the Office of Indian Law. 
From 1970 to 1971, Judge Canby was a Visiting Fulbright Pro-
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fessor of Law at Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda. 
Judge Canby has authored many law review articles on various 
legal issues including the First Amendment and Indian Law. 
Judge Canby is also the author of AMERICAN INDIAN LAW 
IN A NUTSHELL. 
Judge Canby was appointed to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in 1980. He resides in Tempe, Ari-
zona with his wife. The Canbys are the parents of three children. 
JUDGE JEROME FARRIS 
Judge Farris was born in Birmingham, Alabama, on March 
4, 1930. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree with depart-
ment honors in mathematics at Morehouse College, then added 
a Master of Social Work degree at Atlanta University. Judge 
Farris later earned the Juris Doctor degree at the University of 
Washington, where he was a member of the Law Review, the 
Oval Club and served as President of the Law School Student 
Body. 
Judge Farris is a former trustee of the Seattle-King County 
Bar Association and former Chairman of the Washington Coun-
cil of the National Council on Crime and Delinquency. His inter-
est in juvenile rehabilitation has been reflected by his involve-
ment with the Washington Child Welfare Advisory Committee, 
the King County Youth Commission, the King County Mental-
Health Mental Retardation Board and as a delegate to the 
White House Conference on Children and Youth. 
Judge Farris has been active in civic affairs, having served 
on the boards of the Seattle Urban League, Seattle Opportuni-
ties Industrialization Center, United Way and Totem Council, 
and the Girl Scouts of America. 
Judge Farris is active in various Bar activities. He is cur-
rently Chairman of the Appellate Judges' Conference of the 
American Bar Association and is Vice-chairman of the State-
Federal Judicial Council of the State of Washington. He has 
served on the Advisory Board for the National Center for State 
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Courts Appellate Justice Project. Judge Farris is also a member 
of the Visiting Committee of the University of Washington 
School of Social Work, the University of Washington Law 
School Foundation, the Governor's Conference on Library and 
Information Services and the Seattle Foundation. 
In 1978, Judge Farris ,received an honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree from Morehouse College. He is a graduate of the Appel-
late Judges Seminar at New York University and the National 
College of State Judiciary at the University of Nevada, where he 
has also served as a faculty member. 
Judge Farris was appointed to the Court of Appeals of the 
State of Washington in 1969. In 1977, he was elected the first 
presiding Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. In 1979, Judge 
Farris was appointed to the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Ninth Circuit. Judge Farris maintains his office in Seattle, 
Washington, where he lives with his wife, Jean. The Farris' are 
the parents of two daughters, Juli Elizabeth and Janelle Marie . 
• JUDGE WARREN J. FERGUSON 
Judge Ferguson was born in Eureka, Nevada, in 1920. He 
graduated from the University of Nevada in 1942 with a Bache-
lor of Arts degree was elected to Phi Kappa Phi. He served in 
the Army during World War II in North Africa and Italy as a 
Master Sergeant, receiving the Bronze Star medal. 
After the war Judge Ferguson attended the University of 
Southern California School of Law. Upon admission to the Bar 
in 1950, he commenced nine years of private practice with the 
firm of Ferguson & Judge in Fullerton, California. From 1953 to 
1959 he served as City Attorney for seven cities in Orange and 
Los Angeles Counties: Buena Park, Placentia, La Peunte, Bald-
win Park, Santa Fe Springs, Walnut and Rosemead. 
In 1959 Judge Ferguson became a Municipal Court judge in 
Anaheim. Two years later he was appointed a Superior Court 
judge in Santa Ana. He served as presiding judge of the Juvenile 
Court, and then in the Appellate Department of the Superior 
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Court. He was a United States district court judge from 1966 to 
1979, receiving his commission from President Lyndon B. 
Johnson. 
Judge Ferguson is Associate Professor of Psychiatry (Law) 
at the University of Southern California School of Medicine and 
an Associate Professor of Law at Loyola University Law School. 
He was awarded Doctor of Laws degrees by Western State Uni-
versity College of Law and San Fernando Valley College of Law. 
He is also a faculty member of the Federal Judicial Center, the 
Practicing Law Institute, the University of Iowa Evidence Semi-
nar, the New York Law Journal Evidence Seminar, and the Or-
ange County Bar Association Seminar. 
Judge Ferguson was appointed a United States circuit court 
judge for the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals by President 
Carter and assumed office on December 20, 1979. Judge Fergu-
son is married to the former E. Laura Keyes. His four children 
are Faye, Jack, Teresa and Peter. 
JUDGE DOROTHY WRIGHT NELSON 
Judge Nelson received her A.B. (1950) and her J.D. (1953) 
degrees at the University of California at Los Angeles. She then 
joined the law faculty at the University of Southern California 
in 1956, after receiving her LL.M. She served as Professor of 
Law and then as Dean from 1969 to 1980. 
Judge Nelson has also worked in private practice during the 
years 1954 to 1980, particularly in the fields of corporate law, 
trust law, and family law. Her special interest is in the area of 
law reform and she has authored a text entitled JUDICIAL AD-
MINISTRATION AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUS-
TICE which is used in law schools throughout the country. 
Judge Nelson has served on the boards of many state, local 
and national organizations, including the Council on Legal Edu-
cation and Professional Responsibility (a subsidiary of the Ford 
Foundation), the Constitutional Rights Foundation, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of San Francisco, Southern California Edison Co. 
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and Farmers Insurance Co. She was appointed by Chief Justice 
Burger to serve on the Committee to Propose Standards for Ad-
mission to Practice before the Federal Bar, by President Nixon 
to serve as a chairman at the White House Conference on Chil-
dren (1970), by President Ford to serve on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Air Force Academy, and by President Carter to serve 
on the President's Commission on Pensions. 
Judge Nelson is currently Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the American Judicature Society and serves on the Com-
mittee on Long Range Planning of the American Bar Association 
to which she was appointed by ABA President Leonard Janof-
sky. She is National Treasurer of the Baha'is of the United 
States. She has been the recipient of many honors, including Phi 
Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, Los Angeles Times Woman of the 
Year (1968), Lustman Fellow (Yale University), Hazen Fellow 
(Aspen Institute for Humanistic Studies), Pax Orbis Ex Jure 
Medallion Award of the World Peace Through Law Center 
(1975), and the CORO Foundation Public Service Award for Ed-
ucation (1978). 
Judge Nelson was appointed to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in 1980. She is married to Judge 
James F. Nelson of the Los Angeles Municipal Court and has 
two children. 
JUDGE WILLIAM A. NORRIS 
Judge Norris was born in Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania on 
August 30, 1927. He received his B.A. from Princeton University 
in 1951, graduating Phi Beta Kappa. He then attended Stanford 
University School of Law, where he was Executive Editor of the 
Law Review and graduated as a member of the Order of the Coif 
in 1954. 
Following law school, Judge Norris served as Law Clerk to 
Justice William O. Douglas of the United States Supreme Court. 
He then joined the Law Firm of Tuttle & Taylor, where he re-
mained until 1980. 
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Judge Norris has had a broad range of governmental experi-
ence, including Special Counsel to President Kennedy's Com-
mission on the Airlines Controversy (1961), Member and Vice-
President of the California State Board of Education (1961-
1967), and Member of the Board of Trustees of California State 
Colleges (1967-1972). Judge Norris also served as President of 
the Los Angeles Board of Police Commissioners from 1973 to 
1974. 
Judge Norris has for many years been engaged in political 
activities in California. He was Southern California Co-Chair-
man for the NO- on 14 Campaign in 1964. He was a member of 
the Executive Committee for Tom Bradley's Mayorial Cam-
paigns in 1969, 1973, and 1977, and Vice-Chairman of Wilson 
Riles' 1970 campaign for State Superintendent for Public In-
struction. Judge Norris was a member of the California delega-
tion to the 1964, 1968, 1972, and 1976 Democratic National Con-
ventions, served as State Vice-Chairman of the Robert Kennedy 
for President campaign in 1968 and as State General Counsel to 
the Jimmy Carter for President Committee in 1976. 
Judge Norris' other activities include Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Juvenile Justice (1975-1976), member of the Board of 
Directors of the Constitutional Rights Foundation (1968-1971) 
and Chairman of the Mayor's Advisory Committee on the Estab-
lishment of a Museum of Modern Art in Los Angeles (1979). 
Judge Norris was appointed President of the Board of Trustees 
of the Museum of Contemporary Art of Los Angeles in 1979. 
Judge Norris was appointed to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in 1980. He lives in Los' Angeles 
with his wife Merry. The Norris' have four children: Barbara, 
Donald, Kim and Alison. 
JUDGE STEPHEN REINHARDT 
Judge Reinhardt was born on March 27, 1931, in New York 
City. He received his B.A. from Pomona College in 1951 with 
Cum Laude honors. Judge Reinhardt then attended Yale Law 
School, where he was a member of the Order of the Coif. He 
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received his LL.B. in 1954. 
After graduating from Yale, Judge Reinhardt entered the 
United States Air Force. He served as a First Lieutenant in the 
Office of the General Counsel and Office of the Secretary of the 
Air Force in Washington, D.C. from 1954 to 1956. 
Upon leaving the military, Judge Reinhardt served as Law 
Clerk to United States District Judge Luther W. Youngdahl. He 
then became an associate with the law firm of O'Melveny & My-
ers, where he stayed until 1959. At this time he went to work as 
an associate, and in 1964, became a partner in the law firm of 
Fogel, Julber, Reinhardt, Rothchild & Feldman. He remained 
there until his appointment to the Ninth Circuit in 1980. 
In addition to his practice oflaw, Judge Reinhardt has been 
active in a myriad of civic affairs. He was President of the Los 
Angeles Police Commission from 1978 to 1980, and a member of 
that organization since 1975. He was President of the Los Ange-
les City Recreation and Parks Commission from 1974 to 1975. 
He became a member of the California Advisory Committee to 
the United States Commission on Civil Rights in 1962, and its 
Vice-Chairman in 1969. In addition, Judge Reinhardt has been a 
member of the Executive Committee for the 1984 Olympic Or-
ganizing Committee since 1979. 
Judge Reinhardt has been active in various American Bar 
Association Committees such as the Committee on the Ninth 
Circuit and the Committee on Practice and Procedure Under 
the National Labor Relations Act. He has served as Co-chair-
man of the State Labor Legislation Committee and the Commit-
tee on Labor Arbitration and Law of Collective Bargaining 
Agreements. Judge Reinhardt was also a member of the Com-
mittee on Legislation of the State Bar of California and a mem-
ber of the Labor Law Section of the Los Angeles County Bar 
Association. 
Judge Reinhardt was appointed to the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit by President Carter on Septem-
ber 11, 1980. He has three children: Mark, Justin and Dana. 
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JUDGE MARY M. SCHROEDER 
Judge Schroeder was born on December 4, 1940 in Boulder, 
Colorado. She attended Swarthmore College, where she received 
her B.A. in 1962. She recieved her J.D. in 1965 from the Univer-
sity of Chicago Law School. 
Judge Schroeder worked as a Trial Attorney with the Civil 
Division of the United States Department of Justice from 1965 
until 1969. She then served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Jesse 
Udall of the Arizona Supreme Court in 1970. 
In 1971, Judge Schroeder joined the law firm of Lewis & 
Roca in Phoenix, Arizona. She became a member of that firm in 
1973, and continued her association there through 1975 at which 
time, Judge Schroeder was appointed to the Arizona State Court 
of Appeals. 
In 1979, Judge Schroeder was appointed to the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Judge Schroeder 
is married to Milton R. Schroeder, and the Schroeders have two 
daughters. 
JUDGE OTTO RICHARD SKOPIL 
Judge Skopil was born in Portland, Oregon on June 3, 1919. 
He attended Willamette University, where he was an accom-
plished athlete and President of the Student Body. Following 
graduation in 1941, Judge Skopil was commissioned into the 
Supply Corps of the United States Naval Reserve. After his dis-
charge from the Navy, Judge Skopil returned to Willamette Uni-
versity College of Law and earned his Juris Doctor degree. 
Judge Skopil commenced the practice of law in 1946. In 
1951, he joined with his life-long friend Bruce C. Williams to 
begin the partnership of Williams & Skopil. This partnership 
prospered over the years and Judge Skopil engaged in a diverse 
and voluminous practice of law, emphasizing both civil and 
criminal trial work. 
Judge Skopil has been active in civic and other community 
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organizations, including President and member of the Board of 
Directors of the Marion County Tuberculosis and Health Organ-
ization, Citizens Advisory Committee for the City of Salem, and 
Member of the Board of Trustees of Willamette University. 
Judge Skopil's Bar activities are numerous. He served on 
the Oregon State Bar Board of Governers for three years, and 
was a member of the Grievance, Economics of Law, and Law 
School Liason Committees of the Oregon State Bar. For the 
American Bar Association, Judge Skopil has served on the Spe-
cial Committee to Achieve Justice Through Adversary System 
and the Executive Committee of National Conference of Federal 
Trial Judges. 
In addition, Judge Skopil has served on many professional 
organizations. Among them are the American Judicature Soci-
ety, Oregon Association of Defense Counsel, the Defense Re-
search Institute, Association of Insurance Attorneys of United 
States and Canada, and the International Society of Barristers. 
In 1972, Judge Skopil was appointed to the United States 
District Court for the District of Oregon. He is chairman of the 
Judicial Conference Committee on Administration of Magistrate 
System and a member of the Board of Directors of the Federal 
Judicial Center. 
Judge Skopil was appointed to the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in September of 1979. He main-
tains his office in Oregon, where he lives with his wife, Janet 
Rae. The Skopils have four children: Otto Richard III, Casey 
Robert, Shannon Ida, and Mollie Jo. 
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